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ISLAM AS A POLITICAL SYSTEM.

15. VENALITY OF
JUDGES.

16. DESPOTISM..

cause of commotion and the
butt of satire ; yet, perhaps in
no country is less injury suf-
fered from legal proceedings.
There are no lawyers; proceed-
ings are immediately brought
to a close. Judicial authority
is, moreover, recognised in all
municipal and elective officers ;
all corporations, religious com-
munities and commercial guilds,
administer justice through their
own officers, without interfer-
ence from the tribunal; their
civil awards are enforced by
their own authority;. their penal-
decision (death exeeptecl) by
the Turkish authorities.

Turkey is the only govern-
ment in. the world which is
not struggling with its people
to wrench from them their pri-
vileges. It is, on the contrary,
engaged in an attempt to confer
them. A Sultan can impose
no tax, make no law, declare
no war, contract no debt. If
the constitution of Islam were
translated and applied to any
country in Europe, it would be